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A letter from the President... 

Family and Friends of the Cultural Society, 
 

On behalf of this year’s members, we welcome you 
to the 2nd Annual Cultural Dinner Theater. Since this time 
last year, our club continues to grow in size as our member-
ship has grown to approximately two hundred students. 
None of this would have been possible without the aid of our 
advisors Mr. Jeffrey Hsi and Ms. Eftihia Katsaros, who have 
helped us to sponsor a variety of new ethnic events this 
year.  With the school and with the community, we have 
celebrated Diwali, the Indian New Year, and El Dia de Los 
Muertos, a national Mexican holiday.  In addition, the Cul-
tural Society sponsored a Chinese New Year show in the Val-
ley Stream Henry Waldinger Library.  In April, we are even 
participating in the Forest Road Elementary School Interna-
tional Week. 

This year, we have teamed up with the Language 
Honor Society to create the wonderful show that you are 
about to see tonight.  We would like to thank Ms. Patricia 
Franco and Ms. Filomena Spinelli for their hard work and 
dedication.  We would also like to thank the parents who 
have tolerated the countless demands put forth upon their 
children, and the restaurants and families that have contrib-
uted food to tonight’s event. It is with your inspiring support 
that has catalyzed our growth and success. 

Enjoy the show! 

Warm regards, 
 
Amanda Lou 
President 
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Dinner     6:00-7:20 
 
 
English     7:30-7:45 
 
 
Chinese     7:45-7:55 
 
 
Italian                7:55-8:10 
 
 
Spanish         8:10-8:25 
 
 
Bollywood     8:25-8:40 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enjoy the Show! 
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Background: 
 
Theater in the United States is based on the Western tradition, 
mostly borrowed from the performance styles prevalent in Europe. 
Today, it is heavily interlaced with American literature, film and 
music and it is not uncommon for a single story to appear in all 
forms. Regions with significant music scenes often have strong 
theater and comedy traditions as well. Musical theater may be the 
most popular form: it is certainly the most colorful, as                
choreographed motions pioneered on stage have found their way 
onto movie and television screens.  
 
Broadway in New York City  is generally considered the pinnacle of 
commercial U.S. theater, though this art  form appears all across 
the country.  
 
 
Summary: 
 
The English portion of the Cultural Society’s production of “Ugly 
Betty,” or as we like to call her, Marcy, begins at Marcy’s high 
school prom. Just like any other typical high school, there are 
those few mean girls who never have anything nice to say,        
especially to Marcy. She has her fair share of friends while others 
think that she is a sweet girl.  But none of that matters to her 
when she is made fun of. Marcy is interested in the fashion indus-
try but never previously revealed this, not even to her best friends. 
The problem is, her dream interferes with that of her parents who 
expect her to have an arranged marriage after high school. Her 
two friends convince her to tell her parents the truth about her 
ambition, and hope for the best. 
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Writer: Amy Evron                       
Director: Amy Evron and Ms. Eftihia Katsaros 
 

Mean Boy 1         Christian O’Brien 

Mean Boy 2 / Prom King              Jake Corciari 

Mean Girl / Prom Queen            Diana DeSola 

Friend 1          Chloe Steindam 

Friend 2        Victoria Rothbard 

Marcy            Emily Sherman 
 
Teacher          Christina Classi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

          
 
 

Emily Sherman 
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Background: 
 
Chinese drama, similar to that of Taiwanese, Korean and Japa-
nese drama, consists of a series of episodes that are similar to 
American soap operas. Chinese drama is usually filmed in      
Cantonese while Taiwanese drama is usually in mandarin that 
incorporate themes of deception and romance.  However, each 
type can easily be and are frequently dubbed in another lan-
guage and mass produced in that corresponding country. 
 
Recently, dramas have featured new music artists in order to 
appeal to the young and old viewers alike. Ambrose Hsu is an 
example of a star that originated from New Jersey and found suc-
cess not by going to   Hollywood but by going back to his roots 
many years ago. Since then he has played the male leads in se-
ries such as “At the Dolphin Bay” and “Lavender.” 
 
 
Summary: 
 
The Chinese segment of this play starts off right after Marcy’s 
graduation and progresses into the comfort of her home. There 
she is confronted with the surprising news that her family has   
already set an arranged marriage to take place with a suitor.  
Caught off guard, she disgraces her family and disrespects her 
guest by rejecting the marriage. This sparks the discussion of 
Marcy’s “life after high school” as she aspires to enter the     
fashion industry while her father prefers that she partakes in the 
family business. In the end, her family concedes to their daugh-
ter’s wishes as she goes to various interviews. She is  rejected 
and criticized several times due to her appearance, but         
eventually encounters a job opportunity. 
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Writers: Amanda Lou and Carolyn Hung    
Director: Amanda Lou and Mr. Jeffrey Hsi  
 
Marcy (Ma Li)                                                      Peggy Ng              
 
Marcy’s Friend          Sabah Waheed 
 
Mother             Cindy Ip 
 
Father                   Evan Harris 
 
Grandmother                  Angela Yeh 
 
Suitor                     Allen Kim 
 
Interviewer 1                    Marc Lim 
 
Interviewer 2                Amanda Lou 
 
Interviewer 3            Aamir Waheed 
 
Secretary         Christina Gerasimovich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                              

Peggy Ng 
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Background: 

The Italian play is a blend of traditional acting with opera. The Op-
era is a form of theater in which the drama is conveyed mainly 
through music and singing. It uses many of the elements of spo-
ken theater such as scenery, costumes, & acting.  Generally, op-
era is distinguished from other dramatic forms by the importance 
of song & conventions of vocal technique.  Singers are accompa-
nied by a musical ensemble ranging from a small instrumental 
ensemble to a full symphonic orchestra. It may also incorporate 
dance; this was especially true of French opera for much of its 
history.  

Summary:  

Marcy walks into the fashion building for the first time admiring 
how well she thought it would be. When Marcy is given her first 
assignment, she believes it to be really simple.  However, when 
she returns with coffee, Marcy is  bombarded with insults on    
everything she did wrong. Just when Marcy thinks it could not get 
any worse, she sees Armando flirting with Angelica and admires 
how handsome he is. As she begins to fall for Armando, the boss 
calls Marcy in and gives her an assignment to prove her skills. She 
is then introduced to Angelica who is in charge of the Mundo Ex-
press account and is told to work along side her. Unfortunately, 
Marcy ends up having to do all the work.  Luckily, Armando is 
around to offer her advice and help her out.  And when the boss 
finds out about Angelica’s laziness, Angelica is thrown off the ac-
count and Marcy is put in charge.  When the account is success-
fully landed, the company decides to celebrate by deciding throw-
ing a company party.   
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Writer: Christopher Soler 
Director: Ms. Filomena Spinelli 
 
Marcy / Marcia               Veronica Bohorquez 
 
Angelica          Nicole Silverstein 
 
Boss                                                              Jenna Lentini 
 
Armando                     Christian O’Brien 
 
Secretary                Tina Sciortino 
 
Co-Workers:                                                     Chris Soler 
                                                                             Amy Evron 
                                                                 Victoria Rothbard 
  
 

Veronica Bohorquez Christian O’Brien 
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Background: 
 
Telenovelas, also known as teleseries, are television programs 
produced originally in Latin America, transmitted through daily 
episodes, narrating a fictional story (although it can be based on 
real-life events) with tons of drama. They are similar to soap     
operas although Spanish telenovelas are much shorter in length. 
They normally have a limited number of episodes that do not pass 
a hundred or a couple hundred within one year. In some cases 
they may extend themselves to three years. A telenovela          
guarantees over-acted drama that never seems to end. 
 
Summary: 
 
The Spanish portion of this play begins with Marcy attending the 
company party with her brother.  She notices that Armando later 
arrives with Angelica, the superficial co-worker/model. However, 
when everybody starts to dance to a merengue song, Armando 
and Marcy end up dancing together by accident.  When they 
dance, they feel an immediate attraction to each other. After the 
dance, Armando desperately tries to leave Angelica to be speak to 
Marcy. When Armando starts talking to Marcy he realizes that they 
have many things in common. After the party, Marcy wants to im-
press Armando so she asks her friend Mariano to give her a make-
over. When she goes to the salon where Mariano works, she 
learns tricks to impress Armando and gets a very unexpected 
makeover. 
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Writer: Evelyn Ramirez 
Director: Evelyn Ramirez and Ms. Patricia Franco 

Marcy         Deborah Machalow 

Armando                                Malcolm Sharpes 

Brother                                     Carlos Barrero 

Angelica                                    Evelyn Ramirez 

Mariano                                Andres Echeverry 

Hair Dresser 2                                        Catherine Almonte 

Hair Dresser 3                                         Juan Alzate 

Background Couple:                                  Matthew Gomez 

                                                                    Denise Costabile  

Deborah Machalow Malcolm Sharpes 
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Background: 
 
Bollywood, often known as "Hindi Cinema", is one of the largest 
film producers in the world- twice as many as Hollywood. Bollywood 
films are usually musicals as there are usually at least one song-
and-dance number. The songs are generally pre-recorded by pro-
fessional playback singers with actors lip-synching the words, while 
dancing. Bollywood film music is called "filmi" music, and dancing 
in Bollywood films is usually modeled on Indian classical dance 
that is often blended with Western dance styles.  
  
 
Summary: 
 
The Bollywood version of "Ugly Betty" is about a shy, talented girl 
named Marcy who is interning at the famous fashion warehouse in 
India called Stardust. Marcy is a hardworking, intelligent girl who is 
attracted to her handsome co-worker Armaan. Armaan is a flirt that 
has several secretaries falling all over him. Armaan observes        
Marcy's talent and dedication and realizes she is not like ordinary 
girls in the fashion industry. He does not care about her appear-
ance but rather the person she is on the inside. Marcy changes her  
appearance to impress Armaan and to increase her confidence.   
Marcy helped organize the biggest fashion event of the year for 
Stardust and is going to present her designs in front of the famous 
Indian designer Manish Manhotra. Get ready to enjoy the Stardust 
fashion event and brace yourself to see what happens next!  
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Cast List 
 
Writer/Director/Choreographer: Dimple Chhatlani 
 

Marcy / Manshaa                                 Asma Alvi 

Armaan                  Chetram Deochand 

Secretary                            Binish Anjum 

Anjali / Angelica                     Resham Mahtani 

Manish Manhotra                         Aamir Waheed 

Photographer                                   Shamayal Jamil 

Runway Models:                               Nirali Patel 
 
           Ayesha Alvi 

 Chetram Deochand                       Asma Alvi 
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